7th Grade English with Mrs. Therriault
In seventh grade, English students will read a variety of narrative genres, as well as informational text.  Among the titles they will read are The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle and The Outsiders. 
Course Overview
· How do literature and writing provide a mirror and a metaphor?
· Language immersion through print and personal writing experiences.
· Daily integrated activities incorporating grammar, mechanics, vocabulary and listening skills.
· Strategies:  Dialoguing with the text, using context clues, predicting, summarizing, sequencing, generalizing and questioning.
· Literary Elements:  Theme, character development, conflict, resolution, setting, tone, personal connections, figurative language, author’s style, multi-text connections, plot line, etc…
· Cross curricular exploration and projects.
· Students will write in the following modes: journaling, poetry, paragraphs, and five-paragraph essay. Grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation and spelling studies are integrated throughout the course.
At Home

· Students should be reading their independent novel at home for 10-20 minutes per day.
· There will be periodic writing and reading homework relative to our current classroom work. 
Some Ideas to Support Your Child:

· Check the assignment book daily.
· Check Pinnacle regularly.
· Encourage a regular schedule of reading at home.
· Have conversations with them about what they are reading.
In Class
· Agenda/Planner/Homework
· ISSR-Independent Sustained Silent Reading

· Regular library visits

· Daily work

· Novels, writing, independent, cooperative groups

· Late work policy:

· 1st Semester: Accepted one day past due date for half credit.
· 2nd Semester: No late homework accepted for credit. Communication from home with extenuating circumstances will be given consideration.

· Preparation for 8th grade.

· Assessments throughout the year.
·  Make-up work is the responsibility of the student.  Upon their return to school, students should obtain missed notes, work, handouts, assignments, or tests/quizzes from me.  
CONDUCT & WORK HABITS GUIDELINES

1
Conduct:  Consistently is respectful of teacher and peers, follows instructions, exhibits self-control, encourages and assists peers, and has a positive influence on the class.

Work Habits:  Consistently demonstrates organizational skills, follows directions, and produces quality work.

2
Conduct:  Frequently is respectful of teacher and peers, follows instructions, exhibits self-control, encourages and assists peers, and has a positive influence on the class.

Work Habits: Frequently demonstrates organizational skills, follows directions, and produces quality work.

3
Conduct:  Sometimes is respectful of teacher and peers, follows instructions, exhibits self-control, encourages and assists peers, and has a positive influence on the class.

Work Habits: Sometimes demonstrates organizational skills, follows directions, and produces quality work.

4
Conduct: Infrequently is respectful of teacher and peers, follows instructions, exhibits self-control, encourages and assists peers, and has a positive influence on the class.

Work Habits: Infrequently demonstrates organizational skills, follows directions, and produces quality work.

5
Conduct: Rarely/Never is respectful of teacher and peers, follows instructions, exhibits self-control, encourages and assists peers, and has a positive influence on the class.

Work Habits: Rarely/Never demonstrates organizational skills, follows directions, and produces quality work.
Grading

All assignments are given a point value.  Most daily homework assignments will be worth 10 points while larger papers, projects and tests will be based on 25-50 point scales accompanied by a rubric.  All students are responsible for independent reading each day. Final grades are a compilation of daily work along with homework, tests, writing assignments, and projects.  All points are converted into a percentage to obtain a letter grade.  Grades will reflect performance on tests/quizzes, independent reading, projects, and assignments.  
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